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T-REXicon

ALL good formal writing – whether it is persuasive, analytical, or explanatory – uses evidence and explanations to support the author’s point.  

T – Topic Sentence – tells what the paragraph is about.  If you are writing about a poem, story, or novel, you must include author and title in this sentence.
R – Reason 

E – Evidence (who, what, when, where) – quote or specific details that supports reason

X – eXplain – why or how reason and evidence supports your point/side
R – Reason 

E – Evidence (who, what, when, where) – quote or specific details that supports reason
X – eXplain – why or how reason and evidence supports your point/side

ICON – Concluding Sentence (In conclusion, …)

Don’t forget a transition before the second REX!
Transitions to use:
	Before first REX
	Before the E
	Before second/third REX
(instead of And)
	Concluding Sentence

(instead of So)

	
	
	
	


Let’s get more specific. . .
T- Topic sentence →Must state EXACTLY what the paragraph is proving!
· Remember to include the author and title of the text!
· HOWEVER, in an essay, you don’t need to keep repeating the author/title

R- Reason → Give a SPECIFIC reason that supports your position (T)!
· Remember to start this sentence off with a transition

E- Evidence → Give all of the story details/textual evidence to SHOW the reason/what you mean by your reason.  FOCUS only on this reason!
· Start off putting the textual evidence in your own words
· BLEND a direct quote from the text that backs-up your idea
· Put a properly formatted internal citation at the end of the sentence
· (Perrault 1).

X-Explanation →Explain in your own words HOW the evidence proves your position-T!
· Remember not to start with THIS SHOWS, PROVES or DEMONSTRATES!
icon-Sum-up →Close paragraph by restating your position, but not REPEATING it!
· Remember to start this sentence off with a STRONG transition
